Liberal Genealogy of Marxism

THE     MARXIST      ANALYSIS       Of        CAPITALISM        HAS      BEEN

corroborated by history; but the theory that it would be
inevitably replaced by Socialism has proved to be an
instance of wishful thinking. The economic interpre-
tation of history, has brought Marxism to grief. A philo-
sophy of history, which ignores other factors of human
life than the forces of production, particularly the dyna-
mics of ideas, and disregards moral problems, cannot be
a reliable guide for constructive social action. Marxist
historicism has been put to test and found wanting. A
new. more comprehensive, philosophy of history is the
crying need of the day, to show civilised mankind the
way out of the crisis. On the other hand, divorced from
the economic exigencies of the reality of physical social
existence, political theories and moral doctrines are
bound to be dogmatic and deceptive.

Originally, the socialist and communist movement
did not lack moral fervour. Indeed, the pioneers of the
movement denounced the capitalist system for its im-
morality. The sanction of the demand for a new social
order was moral. The ethical connotation of the de-
mand for social justice was palpable. Marx ridiculed
his forerunners as Utopians, and claimed to have made